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Abstract:

Mesopotamia witnessed numerous attempts at unification throughout its history, from the
Sumerian era to the Assyrian Empire, which effectively fell in 612 BC following the death of
its last powerful ruler, Ashurbanipal, in 626 BC.

The concept of unification in this study refers to the establishment of a centralized state. The
earliest signs of political thought emerged in the Sumerian period, where kingship was
considered a divine mandate later transferred to humans. The region underwent political and
social developments that led to the rise of city-states, which evolved from tribal systems as

agricultural communities expanded.

The Sumerian King Lists mention ruling dynasties before the Great Flood, beginning with the
Kingdom of Eridu, which was founded on an advanced agricultural society. Governance
evolved through different leadership stages, from the En (lord) to the Ensi (prince) and later
the Lugal (king). With the rise of fortified cities and expanding military influence, ruling
systems became more sophisticated, paving the way for unified empires such as the Akkadian

Empire, which represented the first successful model of unification in Mesopotamian history.

Keywords: Mesopotamian Unification, Akkadian Empire, Divine Kingship
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@ R. AL-Hashimi, New light on the date of Harmal and Dhiba'hi Sumer, Vol. 28, 1972, p. 31.
@ S. Simmon, Early Old Babylonian Texts, JCS, Vol. 15, 1961, p. 55.
@) S. Greengus, Studies in Ischali Documents BM, Vol. 19, 1986, p. 180.
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@ S, Mercer, Sumero-Babylonian year Formula, London, 1946, pp. 35-36.
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