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Abstract:

The democratic transition in Iraq after 2003 was not simply a process of changing the
political system, but rather a violent earthquake that shook the structure of both the state and
society. In the midst of this earthquake, and in the vacuum left by the collapse of totalitarian
rule, thousands of civil society organizations were born, carrying with them broad hopes of
building a true democracy, consolidating a culture of citizenship, and monitoring the new
authorities. But this matter faced many problems, so this study shed light on this transformation,
by investigating the depths of the complex and problematic relationship between the
mechanisms of building a democratic state on the one hand, on the other hand, the effective
role that civil society institutions have been able to play. The most prominent findings of the
study are that civil society organizations represent a term that has revolutionized democracy
by creating new groups that operate alongside political parties and pressure groups. What
distinguishes these groups is their distance from politics. The most prominent
recommendations were that civil society organizations should play a major role in formulating
strategies for building the Iraqi state, in coordination with governments, and in activating the
role of civil society institutions by developing appropriate working formulas and theoretical

frameworks for localizing civil activity.

Key words : Civil Society Institutions, Democratic Transition, Obstacles, Iraq.
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