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The role of economic factors in public policymaking in Tiirkiye since 2011 and its

impact after the events of 2017 and the transition to the presidential system.
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Abstract:

This study compellingly examines the crucial influence of economic factors on public policy
in Turkey since 2011, particularly in the aftermath of the transition to a presidential system in
2017. It examines how key economic indicators—such as inflation, exchange rates,
unemployment, economic growth, and budget deficits—have significantly influenced the
priorities of decision-makers and driven policy responses that range from traditional
approaches to more unconventional methods. Additionally, this analysis scrutinizes the
institutional transformations that emerged with the shift to a presidential system, where the
concentration of executive power in the president's hands has made public policy increasingly
vulnerable to political agendas and less dependent on established institutional frameworks. By
focusing on the Turkish lira crisis from 2018 to 2022, the study compellingly demonstrates that
economic factors have not merely dictated policies but have also been strategically utilized as
instruments within a broader political strategy aimed at achieving stability and maintaining
party control, often at the expense of long-term economic soundness. The results reveal that
the Turkish presidential system has ushered in a novel approach to public policymaking,
characterized by swift and centralized responses to economic challenges. However, this shift
has also led to a decline in institutional transparency, an increase in the politicization of
economic decisions, and a decline in market confidence. Ultimately, the findings highlight an
evolving interrelationship between economics and politics, with public policy emerging as a
tool for crisis management and a means of bolstering political legitimacy in the context of the

new governance structure.
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