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Lebanese Newspapers and Shaping the Public’s Attitudes Towards the Issue of Syrian
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ABSTRACT

This survey study aims to identify the role of the Lebanese press in shaping the Lebanese public's
attitudes towards the issue of Syrian Refugees. The questionnaire was used as a tool to collect
information from an available sample of 400 respondents who read newspapers in Lebanon. The
results of the study revealed that the percentage of respondents who "mostly" rely on reading
Lebanese newspapers as a source of information reached 42.8%, and showed that the primary
reason for their reliance on newspapers as a source of information is that newspapers "reflect the
orientations of their owners in their handling of events", with an arithmetic mean of 3.938 and a
high degree. The study also showed that the respondents' position developed negatively towards
Syrian refugees in Lebanon, as the percentage of respondents who were sympathetic to the
refugees at the beginning of the displacement and became opposed to their presence reached
56.0%, while the percentage of people who were opposed to the presence of the refugees and
became sympathetic over time only reached 5.5%. The results indicated that the Lebanese press
played a role in shaping the public's negative attitudes towards the issue of displaced Syrians,
most notably "spreading a sense of anxiety among respondents about the continued presence of
displaced Syrians as a result of its focus on the negative repercussions", with an arithmetic mean
of 3.93 and at a high level, but its role was weak in "motivating respondents to sever their
relationship with displaced Syrians in Lebanon" with an arithmetic mean of 2.41 and at a low

level.

The study concluded that there is a moderately strong direct relationship between the level of
interest of the press in the issue of displaced Syrians and shaping public attitudes towards this

1Ssue.

The study recommends that Lebanese newspapers should deal objectively and professionally
with the issue of displaced Syrians in Lebanon, by reducing the spaces allocated to the negative
repercussions of the presence of displaced persons in Lebanon, and allocating space to talk about
the humanitarian suffering of displaced persons, so that the public can form their attitudes

towards this issue realistically and away from the negative discourse of the media.

Keywords: Lebanese Newspapers; Attitudes; Syrian Refugees
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