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Summary

Dr. Muhammad Mahdi Al-Basir was an Iraqi poet, historian, and academic, often described as
the “Orator of the 1920 Revolution.” He authored numerous works and articles, participated in
seminars, and appeared on radio and television programs. He left behind a significant historical
and literary legacy, including the book we have before us, The Revival of Pre-Islamic Poetry.
This work serves as a scientific and logical rebuttal to The Pre-Islamic Poetry by the dean of
Arabic literature, Dr. Taha Hussein. In it, Al-Basir discusses his positions and critiques of Dr.
Taha Hussein’s ideas regarding pre-Islamic literature. Despite its significance, this book did
not receive much academic attention or media coverage during Al-Basir’s lifetime or after his
passing. Therefore, I have chosen to shed light on it, highlighting its merits and critiques.

I found that Al-Basir was constantly revising, modifying, and adding to his writings. He would
edit and refine his work, crossing out and adding material as needed, polishing his manuscripts
before publishing to ensure the final version differed from what he might have presented on
the radio or in his academic lectures. However, I find that the arrangement of topics in the
current version of the book was not particularly effective in highlighting its importance or in

presenting a logical progression toward the intended goal.

For example, if Dr. Al-Basir had placed the section titled Two Theses on page 84—where he
explains the story of writing this book and its original counterpart, Pre-Islamic Arabic
Literature—followed by the discussion of the value of pre-Islamic poetry on page 100, and
then began with the poets of the Mu’allaqat, this would have been more appropriate and aligned
with a scientific methodology. Instead, he presented the material in reverse order, starting with
an analysis and study of the poets of the Mu’allagat before addressing the story of the book and

the artistic, literary, and social value of pre-Islamic poetry.

Key Words: Al-Basir - Taha Hussein - pre-Islamic literature - the nineteenth century-Pendants.
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