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Abstract

This study examines linguistic variation in Qur'anic readings and its impact on shaping
Qur’anic meaning. The research combines theoretical foundations with applied analysis. It
begins by discussing the concept of linguistic variation in modern linguistic studies and its
relationship to semantic change in texts, attempting to apply this concept to Qur’anic readings
as one of the most significant manifestations of linguistic diversity in Arabic.

The study also explores the emergence of the science of Qur’anic readings and its relation to
dialectal diversity in Arabic during the period of revelation. It further highlights the scholarly
criteria established by classical scholars for the acceptance of readings, most notably the
authenticity of transmission, conformity with recognized Arabic linguistic usage, and
agreement with the Uthmanic script of the Qur’an.

In the applied section, the study analyzes selected Qur’anic examples from the chapters ranging
from Siirat al-Dhariyat to Strat al-Hadid. The aim is to identify the types of linguistic variations
present in the readings—whether phonological, morphological, or syntactic—and to examine
how these variations influence the interpretation and semantic depth of Qur’anic discourse.

The study concludes that differences among Qur’anic readings do not lead to contradiction in
meaning; rather, they contribute to expanding semantic possibilities and revealing multiple
dimensions of Qur’anic meaning. This diversity also reflects the richness of the linguistic
system of the Qur’anic text and its capacity to encompass multiple valid semantic
interpretations within a single textual structure.

Keywords: linguistic variation, Qur’anic readings, semantic change, Qur’'anic meaning,
science of Qur’anic readings.
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