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Abstract

This research, titled "From Sign to Meaning: The Rhetoric of Signs of Appearance in the
Mahdist Text," aims to explore the aesthetic and pragmatic dimensions of the "Signs of
Appearance" (Alamat al-Zuhur). It transcends traditional narrative readings toward a semiotic
analysis of the "Sign" as a sophisticated rhetorical system. The study addresses how these signs
transform from mere cosmic events into rhetorical structures—employing metaphor,
metonymy, and symbolism—to perform persuasive and educational functions for the recipient.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach grounded in semiotic and pragmatic mechanisms,
the study draws upon a rigorous scholarly corpus, primarily Al-Sayyid Muhammad
Muhammad Sadiq al-Sadr’s "Encyclopedia of Imam al-Mahdi," alongside authoritative Shiite
and Sunni sources to trace the rhetorical unity in eschatological discourse. The findings reveal
that the Mahdist text possesses a coherent "sign system" that balances the dread of warning
with the hope of glad tidings, asserting that rhetoric here is not a linguistic ornament but a
"semantic engine" designed to foster a (Proactive Anticipation) capable of decoding the ciphers
of time and space. Furthermore, the use of conciseness and symbolism in describing signs—
such as the "Cry" (al-Sayha) and the "Eclipse" (al-Khasf)—grants the text an interpretive
flexibility, ensuring its perpetual relevance and vitality across generations

Keywords: The Mahdist Text, Semiotics of the Sign, Rhetoric of the Mark, Al-Sadr’s
Encyclopedia, Pragmatics, Signs of Appearance.the Eighties
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