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Abstract:

Studying the medieval era index is one of the important demographic studies, which highlights
the nature of those interested in the invention industry, knowing whether it is youthful or
hierarchical. There is a relationship of association between the ancient medieval era and the
particularity, which began to begin, Therefore, the growth in this index reveals the decrease in
developments of multiple births and deaths and vice versa, and what results from it in the
impact of developmental impact increasing, socially, and urbanly.Statistical data for Dhi Qar
Governorate revealed a tangible demographic shift in the age structure of the population during
the period between 1997 and 2024, with the median age index recording a general increase
across the governorate from 16.54 years to 18.05 years. This increase reflects the beginning of
the society's move towards demographic maturity as a result of declining birth rates compared
to previous levels, coupled with improved health indicators. Looking at the gender distribution,
there is a clear advantage for females in this indicator. The median age for women increased
from 17.11 years in 1997 to 18.25 years in 2024, while for men it increased from 15.97 years
to 17.84 years for the same period, indicating a disparity in survival and mortality rates in favor
of females. As for the environmental distribution, the analysis showed a spatial disparity
between urban and rural areas; urban residents recorded higher median age values of 18.78
years in 2024 compared to 17 years in 1997, while rural values remained relatively lower,
recording 16.69 years in 2024 after being 15.87 years in 1997. This difference is attributed to
the decline in fertility levels in the urban environment and the change in lifestyle patterns
therein. Geographically, the values were similar across the different districts, with Nasiriyah
district having the highest median age at 18.37 years, followed by Al-Jubayish district at 18.2
years, while Al-Rifai district recorded the lowest at 17.71 years. Despite this continuous
increase, the population of Dhi Qar Governorate is still classified among the world's young
populations, as the median age has not yet exceeded 20 years. However, the general trend is
towards a gradual increase in the middle age groups at the expense of the very young age
groups.

Keywords: Median age, Geographical analysis, Population change, Age structure, Spatial
variation.
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