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Abstract: The current research aims to identify (the effect of the Spotlight strategy on the
achievement and retention of literature and texts among fourth-grade literary students). To
achieve the research objective, the researcher followed the procedures of the experimental
method and chose a quasi-experimental design consisting of two groups: the first experimental
group studied literature and texts according to the Spotlight strategy, and the other control
group studied literature and texts according to the traditional method, a post-achievement test,
and a retention test. After the researcher defined the research population, she randomly selected
the research sample consisting of (64) students, with (32) students in the experimental group
and (32) students in the control group. Before starting the experiment, the researcher ensured
the equivalence of the students of the two groups in a number of variables that might have an
undesirable effect on the research results. After that, the instrument was applied to the research
sample, and by analyzing the data using appropriate statistical methods, the results showed the
superiority of the students of the experimental group who studied literature and texts according
to the Spotlight strategy over the students of the control group who studied the same material

according to the traditional method.

Keywords: Spotlight strategy, achievement, retention, literature and texts.
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Sleat Ll % L Phonosemantics "dje)ll lguall” Joa 4 Jaaats «Cognitive Linguistics

Abstract

Title: The Dialectic of Phonological Structure and Lexical Semantics: Ibn Jinni’s Tasaqub al-
Alfaz in Light of Jakobson’s Poetic Function

This study interrogates Ibn Jinni’s d. 392 AH/1002 CE thesis of Tasaqub al-Alfaz li-Tasaqub
al-Ma‘ani "phonetic contiguity of words due to semantic contiguity" as articulated in Al-
Khasa’is, by confronting it with Roman Jakobson’s notions of the "poetic function" and "sound
symbolism" within structural linguistics. The research problem is: To what extent can Tasaqub
be regarded as an early theoretical foundation for the awareness of immanence between the
phonological and semantic levels, and what are the epistemological limits of convergence
between a heritage discourse marked by a teleological-explanatory orientation and a modern

linguistic discourse characterized by a descriptive-structural orientation?

Ibn Jinni proceeds from the hypothesis of a non-arbitrary signifier-signified relation in Arabic,
establishing Tasaqub as an explanatory mechanism for the coherence of the lexical system.
This manifests on two levels: minor derivation al-Ishtiqaq al-Saghir, based on morphological
regularity, and major derivation al-Ishtiqaq al-Akbar, realized through the semantic generation
produced by permuting the trilateral root consonants. Thus, the root K-L-M in its six
permutations maps onto a unified semantic field centered on "force and intensity."
Consequently, Ibn Jinni’s aim is not neutrally descriptive but apologetic-foundational, seeking
to prove that linguistic coinage among the Arabs is based on ratiocination and wisdom, contrary

to the arbitrariness thesis that would later prevail in Saussurean linguistics.

By contrast, Jakobson frames the issue within the "poetic function," which projects the
principle of equivalence from the axis of selection onto the axis of combination, such that
phonological-rhythmic parallelism becomes generative of meaning. Likewise, his conception
of "sound symbolism" does not posit deterministic causality but indicates a statistical
correspondence between certain phonemic patterns and shared semantic representations,
always conditioned by the cultural system. Thus, Jakobson operates within a structural-
descriptive horizon aimed at uncovering the mechanisms of textual functioning, not at asserting

the prestige of a particular language.
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The comparative analysis concludes that a conceptual intersection exists in both scholars’
acknowledgment of the priority of the motived relation in specific contexts, yet they diverge
radically in epistemological reference: Ibn Jinni relies on a heritage-doctrinal frame that views
language as the manifestation of a providential order, whereas Jakobson relies on a positivist-
structural frame that treats language as a system of signs arbitrary in origin. Accordingly, the
contemporary retrieval of Tasaqub should not proceed via modernist projection, but through
its reinterpretation as a working hypothesis in Cognitive Linguistics, specifically within the
field of Phonosemantics, thereby opening a horizon for an equitable epistemic dialogue

between heritage and modernity.
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Abstract

This study examines the role of Basil Henry Liddell Hart in the development of British strategic
thought between 1919 and 1945, a period marked by profound changes in the nature of warfare
and concepts of military power and strategy, influenced by the lessons of the First World War
and rapid advances in tanks, aircraft, transportation, and communications. The study analyzes
his major intellectual contributions, particularly his criticism of attritional warfare and
development of the concept of the “indirect approach,” together with his emphasis on mobility,
maneuver, and surprise, as well as his views on mechanization, armored warfare, and British
strategy. It also examines his position on “limited liability” and British rearmament in response
to the rise of Germany during the 1930s, and assesses the extent to which his ideas influenced
military and political debates before and during the Second World War. The research draws on
Liddell Hart’s original writings, official documents, memoirs, books, historical studies, and
critical scholarship to distinguish his actual intellectual influence from his later
historiographical reputation. It concludes that Liddell Hart made a significant contribution to
British strategic debate, although the extent of his direct influence on the military establishment
remains historically contested.

Keywords : Liddell Hart, British strategy, indirect approach, armored warfare, mechanization .
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1925, p. 15).

Sl Jilgy clyially cilbal) Ly coall DA copgls ) aill clyplaill Caagal LS
Aokt o oS Jilagll sda o) ol i Al Cpal) CLISaL dalaia) ujen 8 cdiaal)
oSl 5aleY soeall L) 4sdy Lo sa cJalSia ol jind gadl Canan Crerdiadl 13] Ay Susall illeal
de ylly Aall ) Balial) Copa aniai (3 genll o JUENTs Aol Clgdl) aladiad calll 8

(Liddell Hart, 1925, p. 24).5)slllg
A Lallall Coal) sns Ll ) Laciaad) Aol Ll

lils ) dawbdly obai®Y) Cig il 1919 ale eyl aslpad) SEll sk ag))

OIS 1 gl b S Aulle sl anlss iy il e Lillany can s 3 ) dpallall Coall

as) deal e s |[Page 82



2026 /8 (8):5 32! (3 :udaeal! (168 50! el Wty & s I T e, Ao

ISSN: 2392- 5418 e-ISSN: 2520- 7423 DOI:10.59799/SQZH5356

auasl Al (1945-1919 eyl a1 SE ebis b aysns jla Jad

LagSall cuis shadl 138 g cyad) c Lalgall 3yl & yshalyial) lgallias e dlailaall 4 Lgle
Al il gl DA 6 oa g Vail axe cumgidl Al dall Glsid) sacls Al )
Ol Sliyde DA (g Kual) Lasadill dands & iy bl Gy e aal) b agud 3 Y

(British Cabinet, 1919). s yball

TR S L sk Al Al e Teie lSE r e shal Syme dulidl el (S5 g
L i A4l o (1Y) (383 Uilasy e mal) (Kl cpplabadial e i 3] ¢l
dondljind 5 Gaaal) (o Clas dadle mllian @l Loyl dyas 358 lgheass Lillay dala ()
el el el Jh Al dligh A6 a4 Jially sdiia o Gl o) o a8

) ol e Jalially uylle) dilans Al el e gl o Algally Uniise
(Peden, 2007, p. 35).

alatia 8 L@y ) e ad o laadld Ladle Ylae cojla Jad HIS8 e Caila ang A3l o2 by
Gula (A cbalasyl daalai@ly dagally djaall Lhall (e 82Uy dadlina) coall undy 562l
Y Loc ol daladd) cillliag o)\S8l o adalill 138 o e A3gye ST 8)gem Aoyl sl aladiid
O il ) 2 pSeaal) saall capolat 8 (ALlS Bygumy dcg pha ity Al AasSall o e
(Peden, 2007, p. 36).5322% dawwdag daaliaily dawbie Jalse Jelis A

ol Jul e pabal) e QLYY asgha ks [UIG

2 QY sas cola Jal anls cidasyl Al aaliall aal sl ol cppdall Ol Ciliyie DA
OSLYL S (e Bydlae y3emn peadll Ld)l) Boall danlgn cuind o asedall 130 a5ty ¢ yiluall
Bgemy 4l ayg gl Axdlse usd o slials Systiall BA e dailind) daill ) Jyeasl)
olblaall Lgiilgs Calaia) ) 8ydlie daalaad) 8621l juaxi Aglas (10 daadi) i) Joaii elllig cddaal
Daska 8 cyla Jal a5 (Liddell Hart, 1929, p. 3).dealall dgalgal) ) Jgeasll Jd uiilly
lgilaal cain Al e el (e dale (sale (adlatid Vslaa ¢ gSeeall foylill iy ) 5,54l o3a

Jaa o S 8538 Jadiyy ol i) el kst o o OIS eslalially 8)stially ASall DA (e

as) deal e s |[Page 83



2026 /8 (8):5 32! (3 :udaeal! (168 50! el Wty & s I T e, Ao

ISSN: 2392- 5418 e-ISSN: 2520- 7423 DOI:10.59799/SQZH5356

auasl Al (1945-1919 eyl a1 SE ebis b aysns jla Jad

duSuall 438 e By peall G 8 4bls ) 2l Sl Oy Al e ligyls Anlsy puadl

(Liddell Hart, 1929, p. 31).54la )5eas

sl A5al Cails ) Sbleally ctil) Cilad)l Jedad Halall jue QY o 5g8e audl &5 (a9
Byseas 438 auyg of Aihala i a3 ) awadll adsi o (Sar AS5al) de g Bygbially slalialli
Gl a3 cyjla Jad lgale b 3 S5l pal anf B o ggaal) 138 macal 385 (3l55a e

(Liddell Hart, 1954, p. 19).<ahyiuy) e 45

Gl Jul b b desaall cually AilCal fla))

clball Losals Eaall Aalal) okay aalaialy il e ldy) Jea cole Jad IKal cubas |
Dty 31Vl ASall o 5l 550 A Sl @lgdll mia o gobis 20K o) ) 2@
il g 8l Ao 8 (pa aay o oSy VL lg dusad) 58l pe aeatilly clilbal) alasiiad ofy o Ll
depaall yall e adise o Y (Liddell Hart, 1925, pp. 104-105). ds¥) &allall Copall Saa (s3)
bt gale) o ash gl s e Tein OIS Ll claang Linglgiall e slaae¥) S see 0K ol
DISEY) 038 cragad a5 ccbilaal) b duald jualic slalaally 5)stially deyedl Jeay Loy A ySassll 343l
Cyla Jud Jiady drew) Brie ‘:J! Jea ?S ST copall Jifie Jos ‘gﬂ.k:\‘).ﬂ\ eLA:\A\X.\ & g9 ‘5
Agland) el pe Balucall (e 220 HE Jelal Lol dulanll A€0lK0) jolay (IS 28 coany

(Ryan, 1983, p. 123). &l UKy 1y duandatill ol lie Y

(& Suual) Lol 8 Bpaiil) ) 5 aal jla Jad el pdiall 0l Sl Aulgs Jolay
CLBY) e agh il fial Hgeai ol () (oY) Faallad) Coml) At 38 e Ji o da ¢l )
Lilas s damgeads Luald 8ygem 4iaj ) Cadaiiyl g cBgil) b 2LaiB¥ g Liually A5ally i) 2
) 5o alas (53 LRV (agina Blsas daly Gaalle mllas Llas lgle i S Ll i

(Liddell Hart, 1929, p. 95). S\S<¥) a8 udlyaa) dslal g jal) cuia

as) deal e s |[Page 84



2026 /8 (8):5 32! (3 :udaeal! (168 50! el Wty & s I T e, Ao

ISSN: 2392- 5418 e-ISSN: 2520- 7423 DOI:10.59799/SQZH5356

auasl Al (1945-1919 eyl a1 SE ebis b aysns jla Jad

Do Taans) il ana ST (gakig (588 5l Ul 3 dagh s dlayall o3a PIa o ol elld gy
SOV Ay Gl Gliwge PlA (e dland) saiall cujelis 38 ¢ gfuall LAl delia b
duaal o) Jsll (Sar o (g -AnslsiSally dajolalpaaly dasbai®) Cag LAl cails ) cdalal)
5ygbially Al gas Alanll sl ) KA dusgi sale] (A b 192951919 o cyla Jail
die PIa oSl sl aga Lo sag L) all zises go ©SE D pohy el & L)l

(Bond, 1977, p. 70; French, 2001, p. 497).3xs¥) duat)au¥) ¥l dgalse 8 cilaadDUAl)

Ly oY) Nl dgalga A Alall Aliay) Sl delua Balely cula Jud [ SBH Gasal
1939-1930

CLAEEY allaa B Lailid) cula Jad W ghai Yl

O AL Gl Lo LYy Uil ig lacas ST o)lSa0 comveal 285 b)) ae <ojla Jad Jaa
S Ladlall Cpall am e Luaie dclaal aay ol cdullanll Algall dabiad) Jilaglly ol danla
kalbasy bilhiy denb pe aedlS L) delua LS 4 Gadl ) 420) L)y cawad
O g pall OIS o i Y Eaad) Coall o ST GLadl 138 g cAualaiBY) g dyebalyuay)
il (e gde alasial daubid) Celal) 3das DA e Laily AiSas Dy 58 ST 2l Pla
The British Way in 4GS &5 (Liddell Hart, 1932, pp. 15-16).4budly dpalai®¥ly 41 Secall
@shhuels @) Goills alays ol b andl medll duageas sany of dsls Warfare
lgdlaal (pe 230 (3aiat i Waiad L) Lillas s of (sl eydlae e Bygmms 89l alasiad e 53l
oo Yy Baganal) Lyl ciblaally calillailly alai@) jlaslly Ljaall sl Gu genll DA (e
o i dupgn ASiar dadise dantl i) 4y Cosal s Gag (Alld A9l Cia sliel Joss
(Liddell Hart, 1932, dligha L33 in (3 Dlgal) i) (90 Slasl) (a¥) e ddailaall £4S
p.- 41).

V) eomall o L dlaje G Lilays Lgndle ) GalaiBy) Cag ) ae Lisa o)kl 138 aacl S
Gaie ol o Jomy Jlhanal) Gl Ul S8 AlalS ygems oS8 (i ol Al dusnugall

s 2 e |Page 85



2026 /8 (8):5 32! (3 :udaeal! (168 50! el Wty & s I T e, Ao

ISSN: 2392- 5418 e-ISSN: 2520- 7423 DOI:10.59799/SQZH5356

auasl Al (1945-1919 eyl a1 SE ebis b aysns jla Jad

Jul 0 Al pensl Lansge Buie (e Tein desrall Cpally LISl CulSy L) §ypem dailais
Gl & (samlly oSall Ll ) ol OIS Al all oda 8 0)il 8 ellily camgl lgaalia s

(Bond, 1977, p. Gaew)ll & Cuall sasiall delia b bl il ) die sl in¥) Joa alad)
71; French, 2001, p. 497).

Lailay ol Loaif ity Auabai®y) culaasal) ggun A dganall ALY Al [l

daslsa 8)g uia o ast (A caganall Al Loniljicd o sgter Sl 8 cjla Jad 4y )
Aoy s b bl Bl (st ey Le cdalia) Lalaai@¥) 3lsd) aa i Sesad) Ll
Ll e g Bl Lgale (IS 3) Ao Lnct) il S da)gh Ly o il 08 ¢ g8 (a3 Ay
Dial 9 LY skl dadtie il ) i) cOlalgall Byl Ljlabuay) Leallasy
sl cint ) cpla Jad ey ellily dgan o 81 e dligh G (asio W mand Al 3lgall
slai®ly gally sall b dlall LWhall Caiass Ao 5850l adia (6 Ulin (o a8 Loacol il
O 3 Gyl lubacd) e Aliaiie 4050 oda (S5 Al (Liddell Hart, 1932, p. 105).calallaallg
578 DA LW 30l )yl (ol By ¢ Sl e laall Jladtl) ddee (3 Lol Tpaic Sl
(g Sunlly osSal) (a3 Ll leguinge Bae Bl lighgV) aaat Allse daa ) ol o Lo
o s lilae il lggals il AlSaal 23,86 debia ot Ao cyjla Jad IS e lu o (e
vie cuilall 13a duaal dajig (Peden, 2007, pp. 66-67).4LUST 8yala daiis duc Bal) lgilubiw oS
cilS (gyshhael) g lall Alis o GGV Lip Cilealpe 23S Y cdpllanyd) @HEs) e g LY
(ratty A (Al ) il o slalyueY ) pellaally A gV Clanagil) ey Jals o] & Canh
o Pl xS G Jeaall sl aaeg alall Gladl 138 e s Jad ISE uds

(Chiefs of Staff Sub-Committee, 1933).2a)g padd il

Al ) dahiud) s Bale s ALl Lilall dgea [EIG

as) deal e s |[Page 86



2026 /8 (8):5 32! (3 :udaeal! (168 50! el Wty & s I T e, Ao

ISSN: 2392- 5418 e-ISSN: 2520- 7423 DOI:10.59799/SQZH5356

auasl Al (1945-1919 eyl a1 SE ebis b aysns jla Jad

Wi ) 20l e ilall Gl & ¢1933 ple Lilall 8 ddaladl ) b Cilgal Jyemy (o0
aalss Ll iy 38 ciejldia §ypem dua)¥) doniliu) Bl jus ) coall da L doses
Clal iV s Bale] (jd Lo sag cdoySaall b ol Bale) e 5,08 Aulall 58 )seds Jlais)
el aall o zual Caghll sda Ay - ALl gl DA e lal) adadsl) ks )
DSl e salfia Sygem lgaii Gy whadll Bale] clag (€ s gVl e alil e

(Peden, 2007, p. 125). Slasall
1934 JI3T 8 Ly caadg 1933 ple Al b lgllae] iy all ¢ laal) culilbaie dial daaal 5 5
ol e dueliall Clighg¥) Canig Willays daals o (Sar A Slhlaall tans ) Liall) Cras a8
i canly bt dgalge Ao Wil 0 o) el Sl of I oladdl iy cdalbiall cilISaY!
Lillasys Al () dalally dupshalyaa s ddadipall clungilly Lyl b Lalall G Alsall 839 0 e

(Defence Requirements Committee, 1934). lguii
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& Analiia Ly 858 dgalse kS B SED (g pal) e gaeal 3 gyl o3 o B b
(Freedman, &lasall dubud) 3 lalal] ST ()@l AN Jon (3l dea e 25 cdng 5¥) 81l

1995, p. 46).

CLASEN JUE cyls Jad 8 b dejual) qall fla),

Sl elall o) aie) 3) (laiE Pla cjla Jad alaal (e b dejadd)l Coall gaage Jh
B3l dejae COLSE ok ) les dg cAlidall gyl (8 Cpanls Galale dejadly ASHal) daass
sl O (o OIS uaall YLy dugall Seally biball c Gaeiill g B5lally BEY) e
o Yoy DAkl e QYY) (8 caendil 1) 8 Al i a3 of oSe el

(Liddell Hart, 1937, pp. 45-46).Js¥) &allall Coall cullals A dualel ilana 8 Lgalain
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(Citino, 2005, p. 215).
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(Liddell Hart, 1937, pp. 120-121).
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(Strategic Appreciation dala 5yg yua 4ol i) andi sale) das L a9 cdauly cin (A 4w 1y9Y)
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(Liddell Hart, 1941, p. 40).cula Jaul i b dualad £la cibial yalic g LYl
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(Citino, 2005, pp. 216-245).
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(Peden, 2007, p. 185).
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(e Aeganas Luijd d lgalas b)) WS daalall lplang do Sl olusse DA e cupadl
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gl Lalid) 5ysilly sLa®¥) o Laglmd Koy ¥ saiially Lnglgi€ill o laialy ranal llig
(Peden, 2007, p. 240).

chustd gl & Bl )y ASa]) ( pead 8 Cuoall glhall dapla ) CdS S8 Qall O ma
Tadun Al lla Abigh hlae ) cilgas o caudy 85liag danpes A pay Bleall any il 388
yaill sl Cus (1944 oo aa Gl dgall e all 8 daaly s ek L aag calsal
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By L ol Aallan 8ypem yjla Jaul SIS S5 o 25BN dnallall conll o Jal) (Sar Ln ag
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Al i) phea Lalasd (19455 1919 G Laaw )l Anllasyd) Gl i) ¢ a4l 588 e oy
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(French, 2001, p. 497; Peden, 2007, p. 241).5) PNRENI dauls Lf i)
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ABSTRACT

The increasing prevalence of chronic diseases among school-aged children, largely associated
with physical inactivity and sedentary lifestyles, has become a growing public health concern.
This study investigates the role of physical activity in preventing chronic diseases among
school students using a descriptive-analytical approach based on a comprehensive review of
relevant scientific literature and recent research. The findings indicate that regular physical
activity significantly reduces risk factors associated with chronic diseases while improving
physical fitness, mental well-being, and overall health. Conversely, insufficient physical
activity is closely linked to sedentary behaviours and inadequate school environments that do
not adequately promote active lifestyles. The study further demonstrates that schools, in
collaboration with families and healthcare institutions, play a pivotal role in fostering a culture
of physical activity and establishing sustainable preventive practices. It concludes that creating
a supportive school environment is essential for promoting healthy lifestyles, preventing
chronic diseases, and enhancing students' long-term health and quality of life.

Keywords: Physical Activity; Chronic Diseases; Disease Prevention; School Students;
Physical Education; School Health.
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Abstract

The research aimed to identify the relationship between social media use and
conspicuous consumption among Kafr ElI-Sheikh University students in Egypt, The study was
conducted on a sample of 382 students, adoption a descriptive- analytical approach. Data were
collected via face-to-face interview questionnaires. For data analysis, frequencies, percentages,
mean, standard deviation, Pearson’s correlation coefficient, Cronbach’s alpha, simple linear
regression, multiple regression, independent-samples t-test, one-way ANOVA, and the Least
Significant Difference (LSD) test were utilized. The most significant results were: The
student’s level of social media use was moderate, while their level of conspicuous consumption
was low, there was a statisticaly significant positive correlation between student’s level of
social media use and their level of conspicuous consumption, social media use explain 49.3%
of the variance in conspicuous consumption, the results showed statisticaly significant
defferences in conspicuous consumption based on residential area, favouring urban students.
Deferences in social media use and conspicuous consumption were attributed to having an
independent income, favoring students who have a private income from a job or a project, and
Differences in conspicuous consumption based on family income adequacy, favoring the
category of "sufficient and surplus" income.

Keywords: Communication, Social Interaction, Conspicuous Consumption, Psychological
Engagement, Students.
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The Impact of Using Educational Blogs on Improving University Students' Appreciation
of Contemporary Artworks

Assistant. Teacher Noor Sabah Sahi / Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Basic
Education
noorsabah9584@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research aims to explore how educational blogs, as a teaching tool, influence university
students' appreciation of contemporary artworks. Artistic appreciation reflects individuals'
ability to interact critically and emotionally with art, and is affected by various factors,
including artistic culture and academic art knowledge. With the increasing reliance on
technology in education, it has become essential to use innovative educational tools to stimulate
critical thinking and broaden students' artistic understanding.

The descriptive-analytical method was used to study the impact of educational blogs. An
experiment was conducted on a sample of students from the Department of Art Education at
the College of Basic Education, Al-Mustansiriya University. Blogs were used as a tool for
interacting with lectures on contemporary artworks. Students were asked to post their articles
and analyses of the artworks, as well as engage with their peers' posts.

The results showed that students who used educational blogs demonstrated a significant
improvement in their artistic appreciation of contemporary artworks, compared to students who
did not use this tool. Their critical analysis skills improved, and they became better at
expressing their personal opinions about artworks. Blogs encouraged students to explore
artworks independently and increased their interest in contemporary cultural topics.

Keywords: Educational Blogs, Improvement, Appreciation, University Students,
Contemporary Artworks.
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Abstract

The aim of this research is to determine the effect of varied physical exercises on the level of
muscular endurance among female high school volleyball players, given the importance of
these exercises in achieving precise and effective performance in the speed and accuracy of the
serve in volleyball. Our problem was defined as: Does varied physical exercises affect the level
of muscular endurance among female high school volleyball players? Therefore, the
experiment was conducted after completing all preliminary procedures, which included sample
selection, variable control, and pre-testing. The experimental method was adopted using a two-
group design (experimental and control), where the sample was randomly divided into two
equivalent groups in terms of age, height, and weightVarious physical endurance tests were
administered to high school female volleyball players based on pre-test results. The
experimental group underwent a specialized training program focused on muscular endurance.
The main experiment lasted for eight weeks, with three training sessions per week. After
completing the training program, post-tests were conducted using the same tests and
instruments as the pre-tests, under the same conditionsTo ensure the accuracy of the conclusion,
it was found that there are statistically significant differences in the level of muscular endurance
after the application of varied physical exercises in volleyball training for high school girls,
and that varied physical exercises contribute to improving muscular endurance in high school
girls playing volleyball. Thus, varied exercises help raise the overall level of endurance,
meaning that endurance is an important element of physical fitness and one of the pillars that
helps in progressing and achieving victory in regular games
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the ideological underpinnings embedded in media and official discourse
on the Iran—Israel conflict. It argues that the conflict is not only a military, diplomatic, or
geopolitical confrontation, but also a struggle over language, legitimacy, identity, and public
perception. The research focuses on how media institutions and official political actors
construct meanings of threat, resistance, self-defense, aggression, victimhood, sovereignty,
and regional security. Methodologically, the study adopts a qualitative theoretical-analytical
approach based on Critical Discourse Analysis, framing analysis, ideological analysis, and
comparative discourse analysis. The research shows that Israeli official discourse tends to
frame Iran as an existential and strategic threat, while presenting Israeli action as defensive,
necessary, and legitimate. By contrast, Iranian official discourse frames Israel as an aggressor
and occupying power, while presenting Iran as a defender of sovereignty, resistance, and
international law. The study also finds that media discourse often simplifies the conflict
through enemy construction, emotional vocabulary, metaphors, headlines, selective visibility,
and binary oppositions. Finally, the research highlights the difference between war journalism,
which may intensify polarization, and peace journalism, which may contribute to contextual
understanding and responsible conflict reporting.

Keywords:
Iran—Israel Conflict; Media Discourse; Official Discourse; Ideology, Critical Discourse
Analysis;, Framing Analysis; Political Communication; War Journalism; Peace Journalism,
Legitimacy.
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1. Introduction

The war between Iran and Israel is beginning to exceed the scope of military warfare and
diplomatic tension to morph into a battle of words, perception, legitimacy and identity. Today's
international wars are not only about descriptions, but are about political actors and media
outlets who frame them with selective narratives that describe what aggression, resistance, self-
defense, victimhood, legality, and regional security are. This renders the Iran—Israel conflicts
an important case study to understand how discourse is involved in the creation of political
meaning, particularly in cases of direct escalation and diplomatic tension.

In April 2024, the conflict between Iran and Israel escalated significantly, with a direct
confrontation.The discursive representation of the conflict has seen significant developments,
particularly in April 2024 when there was a direct confrontation between Iran and Israel. The
escalation was deemed a serious threat to regional and international peace by the United
Nations' Secretary-General and the discussion in the Security Council soon turned to the
diplomatic arena of international politics [1], [2]. This indicates that the conflict does not only
manifest itself in the developments on the battlefields but also in the language within the
institutions attempting to allocate responsibilities, to escalate the control and to set limits on
legitimate action.

This opposition is clearly manifested in the official speech of both sides, with sharply opposing
ideological structures. In its official statements, Israel has often portrayed Iran as a direct and
strategic security threat, and Israeli readiness and reactions in terms of defense, deterrence and
national survival [3]. By contrast, official discourse in Iran has framed its actions as a matter
of sovereignty, lawful self-defense, resistance to aggression and opposition to the “Zionist
regime,” and has linked its stance with Article 51 of the United Nations Charter and other
notions of regional legitimacy [4]. This legal and moral language remained in later diplomatic
messages, such as Iran's 2025 message to the United Nations, in which Iranian diplomats yet
again referred to military action as defensive and proportionate [5].

The mediation of this conflict is also complicated in the media by the translation of political
and military occurrences into headlines, stories, metaphors and frames of interpretation. The
April 2024 Iran—Israel confrontation has recently been studied, revealing the use of various
frames, including conflict, responsibility, morality, human interest, and security, in
international media outlets like Al Jazeera and the BBC [6]. This type of framing is not merely
a means of organising information but rather a way of constructing meaning for audiences
about who is threatening whom, who is a victim, who is a protector, and who is a disruptive
player.

Media language is analyzed using critical discourse analysis and metaphor analysis to give
more insights into the ideological function of media language in the text. Analysis of up-to-
date reports from the Middle East reveals the use of lexical selections, the use of active and
passive voice, the use of moral binaries, metaphors of fire and escalation, and selective
visibility of human suffering in the construction of political meaning in the news discourse [7,
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8]. Thus headlines and official statements are not neutral "information envelopes," but are sites
of discourse in which power, ideology, legality and identity are constantly to be negotiated.

2. Research Problem

Despite the extensive media coverage devoted to the Iran—Israel conflict, much of this coverage
remains These were focused on current political events, military man oeuvres, diplomatic
responses and strategic thinking. Such a coverage tends to portray the war as a battle between
two antagonistic states, and is less analytical about the underlying ideological frameworks that
underlie the representation, interpretation, and legitimation of the conflict in media and official
accounts.

The crux of this research is that discourse is not just a mirror image of political reality; it also
helps to create political reality. History, religion, law and geopolitics can be boiled down into
frames of aggression, resistance, self-defense, threat, victimhood, sovereignty and legitimacy
— as seen in headlines, official statements, political speeches and media narratives. Thus, it
becomes clear that public understanding of the Iran—Israel conflict depends not only on the
events themselves, but also on the ideological meanings assigned to the events by means of
language.

Hence, the need for this study emerged to explore the ideologies in the media and official
discourse in relation to the Iran—Israel conflict. It aims at exposing the role of language, framing,
metaphor and binary oppositions in constructing notions of legitimacy, responsibility, security
and moral justification in one of today's most sensitive conflicts in the Middle East.

3. Main Research Question
The main research question of this study is:

How do media and official discourses build their ideological meanings in the representation of
the Iran — Israel conflict?

4. Sub-Questions
This overarching question can be broken down into the following sub-questions:
1. What are the primary ideologies in a media discourse about the Iran—Israel conflict?

2. What are the ways in which legitimacy, threat, resistance, and self-defense are discursively
formed in Iranian and Israeli official texts?

3. How do language, framing, metaphor and binary oppositions contribute to the construction
of public sense of the conflict?
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4. What are the differences in the way the media represents and the way official state discourse
represents the same events?

5. How do these discourses reflect the geopolitical, ideological and regional divisions existing
in the Middle East?

5. Research Objectives
The aim of this research is to:

1. Analyze the ideological aspects of the media and official presentations of the Iran — Israel
conflict.

2. Identify the predominant frames regarding Iran, Israel, resistance, security, sovereignty and
regional order.

3. Examine the production of political legitimacy, moral right and self-defense inside an official
discourse.

4. Discuss the connection of discourse, ideology and power in international conflict
communication.

5. Analyze, contrast and make comparisons between media discourse and official political
discourse to uncover similarities and differences in the construction of meaning.

6. Offer a theoretical and analytical framework to understanding how language constructs
public perceptions of current Middle East conflicts.

6. Research Importance

This research is important because it attempts to go beyond descriptive political analysis to a
more discourse-based reading of Iran—Israel conflict. The study of the conflict is not
exclusively military, diplomatic, geopolitical but an ideological field in which language plays
a crucial role for the creation of legitimacy, threat, identity, and public perception.

The importance of this research lies in combining studies of media, discourse analysis of
political statements, international relations and ideology critique. It sheds light on the role
played by media institutions and official political protagonists in the construction of the
meanings that audiences use to comprehend the conflict. In this way the study helps to account
for the ways in which political reality is negotiated in words, headlines, metaphors, official
statements and repeating narratives.

The subject is also relevant today, as tensions between Iran and Israel continue to have an
impact on regional security, international diplomacy, energy security and public opinion. The
conflict is presented in official Israeli rhetoric, Iranian Foreign Ministry statements, media and
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diplomatic documents from other nations, and other evidence as a struggle over competing
concepts of legality, sovereignty, self-defense, aggression, resistance, and regional
responsibility. Thus, studying these discourses is a crucial way to shed light on the nature of
the conflict's representation, but also on the way that ideological divisions are reproduced in
regional and international communication.

7. Research Hypothesis

Research is conducted under the assumption of the non-neutrality of the media and official
discourse on the Iran—Israel conflict and their ideological structure. It assumes that such
discourse creates political reality by selectively framing, using emotionally charged language,
moral binaries, metaphors, and narratives of threat, resistance, legitimacy, sovereignty and
victimhood.

In line with this, the study contends that the media and official discourse help to construct the
public image by determining who becomes the aggressor, who becomes the victim, what is
lawful and good as a form of self-defense, and what regional security means. This, then, is
what the ideological role of discourse is about: not only to report, but also to arrange meanings
in relation to power, identity, legality, and political legitimacy.

8. Research Methodology

This study employs a qualitative theoretical-analytical approach that is appropriate for
analyzing language, ideology and political meaning in media and official discourse. By
applying Critical Discourse Analysis, framing analysis, ideological analysis, and comparative
discourse analysis, it analyzes selected texts of the Iran—Israel conflict that appear in the media,
headlines, official statements, diplomatic discourse, and political narratives. In this
methodology, the research examines the ways in which language creates meaning of threat,
legitimacy, resistance, self-defense, sovereignty, victimhood and regional security.

9. Research Limits

The study is restricted to the media and official discourse on the Iran—Israel conflict,
specifically examining the role of ideology in the usage of language, framing, metaphor,
legitimacy, threat construction, resistance, self-defense and political representation. Spatially
the study is limited to Iran, Israel and Middle East region and related international diplomatic
centers. Temporally, it addresses the recent discourse from 2023 to 2026, particularly after the
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Gaza war and the recent Iran—Israel escalations 2024-2025. From a disciplinary standpoint, the
study belongs to the fields of media studies, political discourse analysis, international relations
and ideological criticism, rather than being a military or legal analysis of the war.

Chapter One
Theoretical Framework of Ideology, Media, and Political Discourse

The theoretical framework on which the study is based is presented in this chapter. Three key
concepts are explored: ideology, media framing and Critical Discourse Analysis. These notions
are crucial with regard to how media and official discourses are not just vehicles for the
transmission of political information but are also involved in the production of meaning,
identity, legitimacy and power relations. The study of discourse in the Iran—Israel conflict is an
arena where conflicting political actors and media organizations try to describe the nature of
the conflict, determine who is the aggressor and who is the victim, justify the action and shape
public opinion.

The chapter can be divided into three sections. The first section explores the notion of ideology
in the media and political communication. The second part is devoted to the issue of media
framing and the construction of political reality. The third section outlines an approach to
studying conflict discourse: Critical Discourse Analysis.

Section One: Concept of Ideology in Media and Political Communication

One of the most significant concepts in relation to media, politics and discourse is ideology. It
is a set of meanings, values, assumptions and beliefs which form the way in which individuals
and groups interpret social and political reality. Ideology does not work solely with political
slogans, or with direct statements; it is manifested in language, in images, metaphors, headlines,
classifications, repetitions and in structures of narration. In this sense, ideology cannot be
distinguished from discourse, as discourse is one of the primary modes of producing,
circulating and normalizing ideological meanings.

Political communication is a field where ideology plays a pivotal role in the way political actors
depict themselves, others, and the phenomena they encounter. Political language does not
describe reality itself but reality as it has been arranged into meaningful categories. The terms
“security”, “terrorism”, “resistance”, “aggression”, “occupation”, “self-defense” and
“sovereignty” are not neutral. They have ideology in their weight, since they lead the audience
to a certain understanding of political action. The new studies on the politics of language have
focused on the possibility that communication cannot be only about the transfer of information
but also about the formation of common emotions, identities and normatively understood
realities.
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Media institutions are the key players in this ideology process. Through news reportage,
headlines, pictures, and editorial decisions, public perception is created, and certain
information is made visible, repeated, marginalized, and legitimate or illegitimate. So it is
possible to see media discourse as a medium for transmitting ideological assumptions, despite
its apparent neutrality or objectivity. Researchers in new media and ideology claim that the
ideological role of the media remains unchanged in today's digital media environment, but with
differences in the form of the media, the audience's participation, and the communication
between them, as well as the massive use of social media [10].

The ideological role of mass media is especially evident in international conflicts. In this kind
of situation, the media discourse is presented in a binary opposition, between "us" and "them,"
"victim" and "aggressor," "defense" and "attack," or '"resistance" and "terrorism. These
oppositions make complex political realities easier to understand and also offer audiences
preconstructed ways of understanding what is happening. Does not imply that all media
coverage is necessarily propagandistic, but it means that media language is defined by
institutional routines, political interests, editorial cultures, and general ideological cultures.

Legitimacy is also a prerequisite for political communication. Political actors use language to
rationalize, legitimate or delegitimize their actions, their positions and their opponents.
Legitimacy is created by reiteration of claims of legality, morality, national interest, public
security, historical rights, or humanitarian necessity. Competing vocabularies are used in the
Iran—Israel conflict, for instance, Israel talking about security, deterrence, and self-defense, and
Iran talking about sovereignty, resistance, anti-occupation language, and opposition to Western
hegemony. The competing vocabularies illustrate the way in which ideology is manifested in
the political use of language.

Moreover, with the dawn of social media, ideological dissemination of political speech has
grown. Ideological meanings can easily proliferate through news sharing, hashtags, short
videos and digital commentary. Recent studies about news sharing and ideology have
demonstrated that social media can be used to chart ideologies of media organizations,
politicians, and the public when it comes to political news sharing [11]. This is significant as
today's audiences encounter political messages not just in official or conventional media, but
also through digital media which enhances, alters and challenges meanings.

Based on this, the ideology in media and political communication should be viewed as a
dynamic process. It is not confined to any fixed doctrines or formal political programs, but is
rather always reproduced as discourse. In the Iran—Israel conflict, ideological meanings can be
seen in the appellation of each side, the attribution of responsibility, and the portrayal of
violence, as well as the reference to international law. Hence, the investigation of ideology is
crucial to the analysis of the media and official discourses on this conflict.
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Section Two: Media Framing and the Construction of Political Reality

One of the important theories to help in understanding how news discourse creates reality is
media framing. Framing is the way in which the media define reality, highlight it and make it
more salient to the audience. Media do not just report on what has happened, but through a
process of framing they also indicate how the events are to be understood, who are responsible,
which values are involved, and even what potential solutions should be explored.

Conflicts are complex, multidimensional, emotionally charged and framing theory is
particularly significant in the context of conflict reporting. Media outlets don't have the ability
to report on every aspect of a conflict, so they choose certain angles, voices, sources, images
and keywords. These choices result in interpretive frames. Conflict can be presented as a
security crisis, a humanitarian tragedy, a legal issue, a religious issue, a geopolitical issue, or a
resistance movement. Every frame draws the viewers to a different comprehension of the same
event.

As demonstrated by news framing studies, perception and attitude can be shaped by even slight
variations in wording, emphasis and the general form of the news story. The theory of news
framing effects is a theory that explains the effect of the media frame on the interpretation of
the audience by making a certain aspect of the news visible and another aspect less visible [12].
For instance, the same military action could be described as “retaliation” and seem like a
defensive move and justified, or as “aggression” and seem like an unlawful and morally
despicable move. So, the framing is tightly linked to the process of ideological selection.

The most prevalent frames in international conflicts are conflict frames, responsibility frames,
morality frames, security frames and human-interest frames. The conflict frame focuses on
conflict and intensification. The responsibility frame deals with who is blamed for the crisis.
The morality frame is used to assess events in terms of right and wrong. The security frame
frames events as threats to the national or regional security. The human-interest narrative
emphasizes civilian suffering, displacement, fear and humanitarian impact. These frames can
occur independently, or in combination, as they frequently overlap when analyzing media
discourse.

Headlines are especially relevant in the framing process as they affect the initial understanding
of the event. A headline can give an agency, remove responsibility, highlight threat or
normalize a political position before the reader gets to the main article. There is also a
difference between Active Voice and Passive Voice. An active construction, for instance, could
make the responsibility of the violence clear, but a passive construction could make it
ambiguous and lessen political responsibility. In so doing, the headline construction is a
significant site for ideological framing.
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Framing is not exclusive of media, it is possible in other discourses, too. In addition, official
state discourse is a way in which framing serves to establish legitimacy, and contribute to
international perception. Governments describe their own actions as being necessary, defensive,
legal and moral; opponents' actions as aggressive, illegal, destabilizing and extreme. Recent
theoretical studies on discourse, framing and narrative has focused on the interconnection of
the three concepts, as political meaning is created by the organization of events into coherent
interpretive patterns [13].

Geopolitical views and editorial biases are also included in conflict reporting. Recent
comparative research on international mass media attention to conflict reveals that the visibility
of specific conflicts, actors or victims may be accentuated or demeaned by international media
outlets, and that this is a form of selective visibility which can reflect wider political and
hegemonic interests [14]. This is very germane to the Iran- Israel issue, where the same event
can be perceived differently in different media systems, which may use political, moral or
strategic glasses.

So, media framing is not a secondary dimension in the process of covering conflicts, as it is a
dimension of the construction of political reality. Media discourse is involved in constructing
the meaning of the conflict through their choice of words, sources, images, and narrative forms.
With regard to the Iran — Israel conflict, framing is necessary to decide whether to see an event
as self-defense, retaliation, resistance, aggression, escalation, deterrence, or violation of
international law. Therefore, framing analysis is the main instrument in this study.

Section Three: Critical Discourse Analysis as an Approach to Conflict Studies

One of the principal methodological and theoretical perspectives adopted in the study of the
relationship between language, power, ideology, and social conflict is CDA, which is popularly
known as Critical Discourse Analysis. CDA takes the premise that discourse is not neutral.
Language is seen as a social practice which can either maintain, contest or change power
relations. For this reason, CDA is especially suitable for the analysis of political speeches,
media texts, official statements, diplomatic language and conflict narratives.

Unlike traditional text analysis, CDA does not only aim to analyze vocabulary and/or grammar.
Instead, it explores the relationship between linguistic choices and social, political and
ideological issues. The Routledge literature on Critical Discourse Studies portrays CDA as a
discipline that focuses on power, social polarization, media, politics and how discourse is
involved in the production of meaning [15]. This makes CDA an appropriate analytical tool to
examine issues of conflicts where language becomes a political battle.

CDA in the field of conflict studies focuses on the identities, enemies, legitimacy and
responsibility of discourse. It questions the nature of political actors' representations of
themselves and other political actors, the nature of the legitimations of certain forms of violence,
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the naming and/or ignoring of the victims, and the use of moral and legal categories. For
instance, the use of the words “resistance” and “terrorism” can refer to the same kind of violent
behavior, but from different ideologic points of view. It is not merely a matter of choosing the
right term for CDA; rather, it is a question of how each term operates in a larger political and/or
ideological context.

CDA also emphasizes on binary oppositions. Political conflicts can be expressed in terms of
contrasts like self/other, civilized/barbaric, legal/illegal, victim/aggressor, security/threat, and
resistance/terrorism. These binaries are reductionistic and create hierarchies of values. Binary
oppositions play a role in the construction of political identities and legitimate action in the
media and official discourses. Oppositions are constitutive in the Iran-Israel conflict, for each
side in their own representation and in legitimizing and delegitimizing the other side.

It is another important point of CDA that it focuses on intertextuality. There are multiple
references to past texts, events, historical memories, legal documents, religious symbols and
diplomatic statements in political and media discourses. These references add layers of

99 ¢ 29 ¢ 29 ¢

meaning. The terms “international law,” “sovereignty,” “occupation,” “regional security,” or
“historical victimhood,” for instance, are not simply stand-alone terms; they are part of a
broader ideology, and they relate the present occurrence to it. This is why CDA is helpful in
the analysis of political events as they are transformed into wider narratives of legitimacy and

identity through official discourse.

Recent research in Critical Discourse Studies supports the fact that language has a significant
role in the portrayal of war, peace, violence, justice and political responsibility [16]. In today's
wars, it's not just a question of official statements or newspaper stories. It also flows in social
media, digital platforms, visual images and algorithmic environments. Hence, the analysis of
contemporary forms of communication, which include multimodal and digital forms such as
pictures, short captions, hashtags, video clips, and platform-based interactions, are given
increasing attention [17].

For this research, the importance of CDA is that it allows for the revelation of the ideological
meaning(s) below the surface of seemingly normal language. Media reporting of an attack as a
‘strike', ‘response', ‘operation' or ‘act of aggression' implies agency, legitimacy and

responsibility. Likewise, official discourses that include terms like “self-defense,” “terrorist

29 ¢¢

threat” or “regional stability,” “occupation” or “resistance” are rhetorical devices that structure
political reality in a way that serves certain ideologies.

Thus, CDA is the most appropriate method to analyze the Iran—Israel struggles as a discursive
and ideological battle. It enables the analysis of the research into meanings of threat, legitimacy,
victimhood, sovereignty, resistance, and self-defense that are produced by media and official
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discourse. It also helps to illuminate the ways language is involved in the reproduction of more
general geopolitical divisions in the Middle East and in international public opinion.

Chapter Two
Ideological Structures in Official Discourse on the Iran—Israel Conflict

Official discourse is one of the major domains where political conflicts are interpreted, justified
and legitimized. Official discourse differs from regular media discourses because they are
created by governments, foreign ministries, heads of state, military institutions, and/or
diplomatic representatives. It is not just a statement of political stance, but also an attempt to
build a 'legitimate' interpretation of what happened to domestic audiences, international
organizations, allies and adversaries and the world.

Official discourse of the Iran—Israel conflict is highly ideological in that it adopts different
vocabulary of legitimacy. In most instances the focus of Israeli official discourse is to highlight
issues of national security, existential threat, deterrence, defense, and Iran's nuclear and
regional policies. The official discourse of Iran, on the other hand, has focused on sovereignty,
resistance, anti-occupation legitimacy, international law, self-defense and opposition to
western and Israeli aggression. These discourses are not only descriptions of the conflict but
are also an attempt to create two conflicting moral and political worlds.

This chapter examines the ideologies that have been structured into official discourse
concerning the Iran — Israel conflict. It's broken down into three parts. The first section explores
the official discourse in Israel and how it is based on the discourse of security, threat, and self-
defense. The second section examines the official discourse in Iran and its focus on resistance,
sovereignty and anti-Zionist legitimacy. The third part contrasts both discourses and examines
how both are contesting each other's legitimacy in a global diplomatic discourse.

Section One: Israeli Official Discourse: Security, Threat, and Self-Defense

The main theme of the Israeli official discourse on Iran is based on the notions of security,
threat, survival, deterrence and self-defense. In this discourse, Iran is not just a competitor, but
rather a threat to Israel's national security, both strategic and existential. This threat is typically
in the form of a series of interwoven components: Iran's nuclear program, Iran's ballistic missile
program, Iran's regional allies and Iran's denials of relations with Israel. In this framework, the
official Israel discourse casts the conflict with Iran as defensive and necessary, and not a
political decision.

The sentence of existential danger is a central element of Israeli discourse. The Iranian power
is often presented as a threat, not only to Israel's military but also to the very life of the Israeli
state. This framing enables Israeli leaders to project military action as preventative, necessary
and morally justifiable. During the 2025 escalation, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
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Netanyahu characterized Iranian nuclear and missile efforts as existential threats, and Israeli
actions as countering threats to the survival of Israel, in line with the Israeli narrative [19].

This language of survival performs an important ideological function. It frames Israel's use of
force in a defensive moral context and directs focus from use of force to the purported need for
it. A state can more readily justify military action as an act of self-defense or deterrence, or to
prevent something, if it frames the situation as an existential threat. So, the discourse of
existential threat casts political and military choices as acts of national protection.

The second big element of the official Israeli narrative is that Iran is a destabilizer in the region.
In Israeli statements, Iran is associated with armed groups and regional networks, such as
Hezbollah and Hamas, the Houthis, and other groups Israel labels as proxies or terrorist
organizations. This linkage helps Israeli discourse breathe life into the conflict that goes beyond
a head-on battle between Iran and Israel. Iran is seen as not just a state adversary, but also as
the hub of a regional axis, which is a threat to Israel and its allies [20].

In this discursive link, Israeli official discourse shapes Iran as the source of several security
crises in the Middle East. The framing has an ideological impact because it can be used to make
Israeli operations against Iran seem part of a region-wide effort to ensure stability. Hence,
Israeli story is not just about self-defense, it is also a story of the need to defend the region and,
occasionally, the international community from Iranian destabilization.

The self-defense frame is also a key part of the official Israeli discourse. Military action is often
being sold by the Israeli leadership and officials as a reaction to Iranian threat or attack. This
framing adopts the premise that Israel is not being aggressive, it is being defensive. The words
defense, deterrence, protection and prevention are used over and over again to justify the
military and diplomatic stance of the Israeli State. In this sense, self-defense is not only a legal
argument, but an ideological frame which structures the meaning of the Israeli act.

International law and the language of Western alliance are also used in Israeli official discourse.
Often these mentions of Iran's nuclear programmed, missiles and support for armed groups are
linked to appeals to Western governments or international institutions. The shared security,
democratic alliance, and global responsibility discourse aims at representing Israel's position
in a way that fits within the larger Western context of issues concerning nuclear proliferation,
terror, and regional instability [21].

The ideological importance of this western alliance discourse is that Israel is inserted in a larger
political community of ‘order-promoting' states. In this context Iran is depicted as a revisionist
or destabilizing force whereas Israel is portrayed as a state in a constant state of self-defense
and a force for regional and international security. The binary opposite in these instances is
transparent: Israel is seen as defending and as order, Iran is seen as threatening and as disorder.
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But this talk also short-circuits the conflict. Israeli official discourse tends to marginalize other
aspects of the issue—Palestinian, regional, civilian and legal—by focusing more on Iranian
threat and Israeli self-defense. This selectivity is not equated with the falsity of the discourse
but rather it is stated that this is a discursive construction of ideology. Selects some meanings
and prioritizes them.

Thus, the official discourse in Israel serves to build legitimacy on the basis of a security
discourse. Iran is portrayed as a threat of a strategic nature, and even of an existential one;
Israeli action is portrayed as defensive and necessary; armed groups in the region are portrayed
as extensions of Iranian power; international law is used in the language of prevention,
deterrence, and self-defense. With this type of structure, Israel can legitimize itself morally and
politically for its policies towards Iran in national and international forums.

Section Two: Iranian Official Discourse: Resistance, Sovereignty, and Anti-Zionist
Legitimacy

Official Iranian rhetoric on the war against Israel follows another set of ideologies. Israeli
discourse focuses on the notion of security and threat, Iranian discourse on resistance,
sovereignty, anti-occupation legitimacy, international law and opposition to Western
domination. In this discourse, the Israel state is hardly portrayed as a normal state adversary.
Rather it is often termed the “Zionist regime”, the occupying force, the aggressor and the factor
of regional instability.

In Iran's official discourse, the ‘Zionist regime' is an ideologically key phrase. It is a
delegitimizing term that denies the legitimacy of Israel as a normal political entity. In this way,
Iranian language tries to distinguish between the state of Israel and the language of normal
statechood, and puts the first in a moral and political perspective of occupation, aggression,
apartheid and illegitimacy. This way of naming is not neutral but it is a discursive strategy
which operates to create Israel as an unlawful and morally unacceptable actor.

In official discourse in Iran, Iran is also portrayed as a protector of the sovereignty and
territorial integrity. In the year of escalation of 2025, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
stated that the Israeli military action in Iran violated the Iranian sovereignty and territorial
integrity and that attacks on nuclear facilities, civilian areas and Iran's national infrastructure,
were violations of international law [22]. This discourse moves the focus of legitimacy from
security to sovereignty. Iran does not appear as an aggressor, but as a country that is defending
itself against an illegal attack on its homeland.

The language of self-defense is also very prominent in Iranian discourse, but it functions in a
different way as compared to the Israeli version. Iran cites self-defense in its reaction against
Israeli aggression. In its military actions, Iran has consistently linked to Article 51 of the United
Nations Charter and framed the acts as legitimate defensive measures, rather than acts of
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escalation [23]. In this model, Iran tries to make their military action into a legal and moral
right, created by international law.

Another central notion of the Iranian official narrative is that of resistance. The language of
resistance binds the conflict between Iran and Israel to the other regional conflicts, particularly
the Palestinian issue. Iran claims to be a member of a regional front to oppose occupation,
Western hegemony and Israeli military power. This talk imparts a moral and ideological
character to the conflict, which is beyond the context of bilateral confrontation. It puts Iran in
a frame of being “Palestine's ally” and “opposing injustice.”

Palestine acts as a core point of reference in Iranian discourses. Iranian official discourse
attempts to create legitimacy by tying the conflict with Israel to the Palestinian issue. Israel is
portrayed as an occupying power, Iran as a defender of oppressed peoples and regional
resistance. In this context, Iran can assert its moral righteousness not just for protecting itself,
but also for its opposition to what Iran calls Israeli aggression in the broader region.

Iranian official discourse also features anti-Western and anti-U.S. narratives. The Iranian
government regularly claims that the United States and certain Western governments condone
or facilitate Israeli activities. This statement broadens the battle from Iran vs Israel to a battle
against Western domination and double standards. In this story, the U.S. is not only a supporter
of Israeli policies, but also accountable for their lack of effectiveness in curbing Israeli actions,
for the failure of international institutions to maintain discipline over Israel.

This aspect of anti-Westernism adds to the ideology of Iranian discourse. It paints Iran as being
under siege against Israel and as well an international power structure which, according to
Iranian officials, protects Israeli actions and applies international law selectively. Thus,
Iranians' usage of the language of justice, sovereignty and resistance is a way of challenging
the legitimacy of the west and Israel.

In parallel, strategic selectivity also exists in Iranian discourse. It focuses on sovereignty, self-
defense and international law, and minimizes issues about Iran's armed allies in the region, its
missile attacks and fears by states of Iranian policies as destabilizing. Iranian official discourse,
similar to the Israeli discourse, does not portray the conflict in an objective or comprehensive
way. It chooses its meanings to help its case and it prevents the emergence of meanings that
might undermine its legitimacy.

This means that Iranian official discourse is legitimacy-building and is based on a narrative of
resistance and sovereignty. The themes referred to are Israel as an aggressor/occupier, Iran as
a defender of sovereignty and resistance, international law (Article 51 and right of self-defense),
Palestine as a key moral reference, and the United States as a facilitator of Israeli actions. This
discourse is seen as a mode of working through ideologies of naming, legal language, history
and morality.
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Section Three: Competing Claims of Legitimacy in International Discourse

In addition to being a battle between two official narratives, the Iran—Israel conflict is also a
battle over legitimacy in international discourse. Both sides try to convince the international
community of the legitimacy, necessity and moral rectitude of what they are doing. Israeli
legitimacy is expressed in terms of security, deterrence, and protection from existential threat.
Iran's language of legitimacy is that of sovereignty, resistance, and anti-aggression and
international law. These conflicting claims form a discursive arena where the meaning of the
conflict is constantly challenged.

These competing narratives are evident in international discourse, particularly in the United
Nations. In times of escalation, UN statements and Security Council meetings have referred to
the Iran — Israel confrontation as a serious threat to regional and international peace. Secretary-
General urged de-escalation and an immediate ceasefire, noting that further escalation could
make the conflict spill over and pose a threat to the broader region [24]. This UN discourse is
not necessarily part of an Israeli or Iranian discourse, as it does not fully subscribe to either of
them but to the idea of regional stability, protection of civilians, diplomacy and avoidance of
escalation into a wider war.

The Security Council’s language is important because it transforms bilateral conflict into an
issue of international peace and security. The Iran-Israel conflict is not only a national defense
or resistance issue but also a regional crisis with global implications in the international
diplomatic arena. In June 2025, the UN Security Council discussed the threat of catastrophic
escalation between Iran and Israel and called for a ceasefire between them [25]. This illustrates
the way in which international institutions create a third discourse which does not aim to
validate one side's ideological discourse but to try to control escalation.

However, Iran and Israel are both engaging in international discourse in support of their own
legitimacy claims. Israel has insisted that its actions are needed to stop nuclear and missile
threats from Iran. It appears to be defending against a state that poses a threat to Israeli security
and citizens. Iran, on the other hand, points to its defense of its sovereignty and reaction to
aggression, according to international law. Both parties thus use the language of the law, but
in such a way to generate an alternative moral universe.

This results in what could be termed legal conflict. Legality for Israel is related to preemption,
defense and the elimination of existential threat. The concept of legality is associated with
sovereignty, territorial integrity and reaction to aggression for Iran. Both sides allege that they
are right under international law and that the other side is in breach of it. The outcome is a
discursive battle whereby international law itself is thrown into the ideological fray.

Contesting victimhood discourses are also found in the official discourses. Israeli discourse
focuses on Israel's citizens' vulnerability to Iranian missiles, drones and regional proxies. This
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creates a story line in which Israel is a besieged society, fighting for its life. Iranian rhetoric
focuses on attacks on Iranian territory, nuclear facilities, scientists, civilians, and infrastructure.
This creates a narrative, in which Iran seems to be the victim of aggression and illegal force.
The suffering on each side is thus "created" as both the core and the main moral issue.

The importance of nuclear discourse is particularly significant. As Israelis like many others
perceive it, Iran's nuclear program poses a strategic and existential threat. Iran's official line
continues to portray its nuclear ambitions as an effort to advance "peaceful" nuclear technology
and attacks on nuclear facilities as violations of international law. The escalation of 2025 led
to the creation of an extra institutional discourse of nuclear safety, verification and radiological
consequences, in the statements of the International Atomic Energy Agency. This technical
discourse is not the same as the Israeli or Iranian narratives in that it does not focus on moral
legitimacy but on monitoring, safety, and responsibility of institutions.

The shortcomings of both national narratives are also apparent in the international discourse.
International institutions focus on restraint, ceasefire, diplomacy and the protection of civilians,
while Israelis and Iranians justify their actions. This does not preclude ideological conflict, but
it does indicate that the language of diplomacy often aims at conciliation of conflicting claims,
not at their resolution. In such a way the United Nations and related institutions serve as forums
that translate national narratives to the international language of peace and security.

Recent analytical analyses of the 2025 Iran—Israel confrontation characterize the war as brief
but regionally significant and indicate the weakness of deterrence and the risks of its spread
[27]. These evaluations help substantiate the idea that there is no disconnect between official
rhetoric and strategic reality. Language of threat, defense, resistance, and legitimacy is not only
rhetorical, it also affects expectations, reveals intentions and justifies action in the future.

Thus, two other ideologies are illustrated in the competing official discourses of Iran and Israel.
Israel builds legitimacy in the name of security, existential threat, deterrence, and in the western
security discourse. Iran builds legitimacy on the bases of sovereignty, resistance, anti-
occupation rhetoric, self-defense, and opposition to Western assistance of Israel. International
discussions, particularly at the United Nations and the IAEA, seek to re-label the conflict using
terms of de-escalation, international peace, nuclear safety and diplomatic responsibility.

Detonating the mythological status of official discourse, this chapter therefore demonstrates
that it is not secondary to the Iran—Israel conflict, but rather one of its main arenas. In the
language of each side, they create themselves as victims and legitimate, while presenting the
other one as aggressive and illegitimate. The ideological battle is thus not just over military
force, but also over who gets to define reality, who gets to take responsibility, and how the
world 1s viewed.

Chapter Three
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Ideological Underpinnings in Media Discourse on the Iran—Israel Conflict

Media discourse is an integral aspect in the formation of public opinions regarding international
conflicts. When it comes to the Iran-Israel war, reporting doesn't merely relay information on
military strikes, diplomatic declarations or regional responses. Instead, it creates segments of
meaning by selecting a narrative, frames a headline, offers metaphors, uses emotional wording,
graphic depiction, etc., and includes or leaves out voices. Thus, the media are the site of an
ideology that reduces the contestation, moralizes it, makes it personal and in some instances
polarizes it.

This chapter analyses the ideology that underlies media discourses of the Iran—Israel conflict.
It claims that media portrayals of Iran and Israel tend to portray them as enemies, as victims,
as in the wrong, and as subject to securitization. It also demonstrates that headlines and
metaphors serve as instruments of ideology that help the reader to make the first interpretation
of events. Last, the chapter covers factors relevant to a distinction between war and peace
journalism and how media genre can exacerbate war processes or help to provide contextual
understandings.

The chapter can be divided into three sections. In the first part, Media storytelling and Enemy
construction are examined. The second section focuses upon headings, metaphors and symbolic
words. The third Section is about the discourse of the media addressing a study of war
journalism and peace journalism.

Section One: Media Narratives and the Construction of the Enemy

Media narratives are one of the most powerful narratives that international conflicts can be
conveyed. Collectively, a media narrative imparts a certain meaning to the events in question,
names the actors involved, tags them as heroes, victims, aggressors, threats, and so on. That
distinction was also reflected in the way that journalists portrayed Iran and Israel during the
increasingly tense events of the Iran—Israel conflict: one binary opposition is reduced to a
conflict between security and threat; the other, resistance and terrorism; the former, victimhood
and the latter, aggression; one legitimate and the other, illegitimate.

A key element of conflict is the construction of the enemy. The representations of the enemy
in numerous media portrayals are not political in nature, as a historical, strategic and
ideological rational. They are danger, threatening stability, security or moral order. This is
particularly apparent in narratives suggesting entanglements between Iran and nuclear risks,
regional militias, missile strikes and proxy networks. In these stories, Iran might be portrayed
as the cause of the disorder in the region, and Israel as a country acting defensively against
existential danger. In other media contexts, though, Israel can be portrayed as an aggressor, as
military, as occupying, and as a power Whereas Iran can be described as a country resisting
Western and Israeli domination.
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Research into how the Israel—Iran confrontation has been represented in the media reveals that
the international media can paint very different pictures of the same events. For instance, in
comparative analysis it shows that in the media CNN and TASS coverage are influenced by
their political attitudes, geopolitical location, choice of sources, and equivalence of language
used in reporting of military and diplomatic activity of states [28]. Because, media texts do not
simply present a picture of conflict but rather a means of interpreting conflict through specific
ideologies.

Association through repetition generally drives enemy builds. The foe of a political actor is not
one headline, or one report, but rather a series of linkages of danger, violence, extremism,
aggression, illegality, or instability. By associating Iran with the danger of a nuclear bomb,
threat of terror, regional proxies and missile threat time and again, a media outlet creates a
securitized image of Iran. Delegitimization relates to the other outlet in specific terms when
everything becomes new and fresh and the association of Israel to occupation, apartheid,
aggression, support from the west, civilian suffering continues again and again. Over time these
repeated association normalize delicate interpretation.

Another important aspect of enemy building is demonization. Demonization is the tendency
for media actors to describe one side as irrational, barbaric, destructive and/or lower in moral
value than the other. It is a type of representation that simplifies political issues and diminishes
the scope for comprehending the conflict in terms of past and structural causes. Rather than
questioning the factors that might cause a conflict to escalate, demonizing speech is about who
is bad, how dangerous someone is, or who is not legitimate. The press can thus help to make
politics 'clean' instead of partisan. This way, the press can make ‘clean' politics rather than
partisan politics.

Securitization is highly related to the demonization. A state or group might be depicted almost
exclusively as a security threat, and extraordinary actions against it seem to be needed or
justifiable. The securitizing language has been manifested in reference to the missile, the drone,
the nuclear facilities and the regional militias, existential danger, deterrence and preemptive
defense in Iran/Israel conflict. This will not only help people gauge the reality of war; it will
create a situation within which war looks natural, and even necessary. The media then, through
using similar language, can endorse the official security discourses.

The emphasis on victimhood is also significant in media discourses. Depending on how what
medium it is, both Iran and Israel could be cast in a victim role. Notions of victimhood are
frequently found in Israeli narratives surrounding missile attacks, civilian fear, history of
vulnerability, and protection. Common themes of accusations of victimhood within the Iranian
or pro-Iranian discourse are the violation of sovereignty, assassination, the destruction of
infrastructure, civilian deaths and double standards. The ideology of victimhood is that it elicits
moral sympathy and gives the justification for protecting oneself or ones kin and retaliating.
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Media representation is also selective as both selective visibility and selective silence play
primary roles. Media can focus on specific victims, or on the government's line, or on what
seems to immunize them. Selective visibility can erase Palestinian suffering and give
preeminence to geopolitical dominant discourses, according to some studies on the Western
media coverage of Gaza [29]. While the Iran—Israel conflict is of a different nature, the
analytical approach is common: the media can create perception by showcasing or repeating
(or failing to showcase or repeat) specific elements of a conflict.

Another means of media narration that creates meaning is emotional language. The words

29 <6

“devastating,” “unprecedented,” “brutal,” “retaliatory” and “terror”—along with “massive,”

2 <¢

“precision,” “revenge,” “defense” and “aggression”—don't simply ensconce the reader in
knowledge, they help lead him to the correct emotions. Emotional words can heighten the sense
of fear, anger, sympathy, or moral judgment. In conflict reporting, this can contribute to

polarization and audiences rooting for one side and against the other side.

Digital media has broadened our enemy construction with the speed and range. Events can be
much more quickly made intelligible than ever before by posts, short videos, memes, hashtags
and viral images that circulate on social media. An emotional component usually moves faster
than an analytical one, and in digital spaces, narratives often aren't completely contextualized.
Study into peace journalism in the digital era points to the opportunities and threats of digital
media with regard to greater participation, speed of turnover, disinformation and polarization
[30].

Thus, in the Iran—Israel conflict, the media story production can be seen as a process that
constructs ideologies by naming enemies, creating threats, creating victimization and
emphasizing visible suffering and by repeating emotionally charged story frames. Not all media
coverage is necessarily an intentional construction of bias, but it is indeed the discourse of the
media that is built upon choices. These decisions shape the nature of which meanings are
dominant and which continue on the margins.

Section Two: Headlines, Metaphors, and Symbolic Language

Headlines are one of the powerful parts of discourse in media in determining how the audience
has the first impression of something. Many readers only read the news articles by the headlines,
notifications, social media preview and short summary. Thus, descriptions of the article in its
headline don't just act as a prelude to the reading, they also often decide the frame of
interpretation before that of the written text itself is provided. This renders the headlines in the
conflict coverage very ideological.

A headline can pass the buck, allude to the agency, shift focus to the danger, rationalize
violence, or induce sympathy. The usage of “Israel strikes Iranian targets,” “Iran faces Israeli
aggression,” “Israel responds to Iranian threat,” and “Iran retaliates against Israeli attack” is
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not just a stylistic difference, for example. The format of each event is different and is organized
by each headline. Chooses a starting point, holds agency and proposes a moral point of view.
Thus, such an event may be described as a case of aggression, defense, retaliation, escalation,
or deterrence, as all are legally different terms. The same event can therefore be described as
aggression, defense, retaliation, escalation, deterrence, because these are legally different
words.

In line with this, the results of recent studies of war and peace journalism that focus specifically
on the 2023 Israel — Gaza conflict demonstrate that headlines play an important role in
establishing war and peace frames. Comparative analysis of the headlines of five international
news agencies revealed that headlines can focus on violence, elite actors, confrontation and
victory or on the broader context and human consequences [31]. This has a direct connection
to the Iran—Israel dispute because much of the time, when an event is framed as a headline, it
can be perceived as a military battle, a law case, a humanitarian crisis or a geopolitical
confrontation.

Metaphors are influential ideological instruments too. In political and media discussion, there
is tendency to use metaphor to make something complex or abstract choppable. For the Iran-
Israel conflict, the metaphors used could be a ‘shadow war' or the ‘red lines' or a ‘powder keg'
or ‘firestorm' or ‘waves of attack' or an ‘axis of resistance' or ‘ring of fire' or ‘regional
explosion' or ‘escalation ladder. Metaphors are not just surface ornamentation to language; they
shape understanding. In a “shadow war” you would want to maintain the element of surprise
and engage in some form of implicit combat. During his speech, Obama referred to this as a
“red line” indicating a limit that cannot be breached. A “powder keg” implies that things are
extremely unstable and ready to explode.

Symbolic language is interchanged for the military and political aspects of an event, turning it
into an emotionally charged story. If there is any event which may be called an attack that is
described as "surgical," then it may look precise, controlled. If called “brutal,” they do seem
outrageous and unrighteous. It can look like an organized, legitimate military campaign when
it is dubbed as an “operation.” Same campaign, different wording, a 'aggression' seems illegal
and undesirable. Naming is thus at the heart of the process of ideological framing.

The turn from active voice to passive one is another important discursive mechanism. Active
voice is obvious regarding the subject carrying out the action: “Israel struck Iranian targets” or
“Iran fired missiles.” Passive voice can diminish responsibility: The facilities were hit, civilians
were killed. Passive voice in reporting conflict can make an actor less apparent, particularly
where civilians may have been harmed. It is for these reasons that grammatical decisions should
be seen not as factors of composition, but as decisions on ideology.
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The naming-element here plays a crucial role in the conflict between Iran and Israel. The terms

99 ¢¢ 29 ¢¢ 29 <<

“attack,” “strike,” “operation,” “retaliation,” “response,” “aggression” and “‘self-defense” are
also charged with political meanings. “Retaliation” implies that it is a response to a previous
wrong. The term “aggression” implies an illegal use of force. “Operation” can be the antidote
to violence, showing it in the context of a professional military operation. Violence comes with
a 'legal' and ‘morally' acceptable excuse in “Self-defense.” In these terms, there is a possibility

of subtle helping and contra resting actions of media discourse with official discourses.

Framing in visual journalism involves metaphorical and symbolic processes as well.
Photographs of missiles, smoke, demolish buildings, fearing civilians, military chiefs, flags,
maps and air defense systems help to give conflict its symbolic meaning. In the concept of
visual war journalism research, photography plays a key role in the process of seeing,
mediation and emotional cognition about war, and is not just a supplement to written reports
[32]. With respect to Iran — Israel conflict, images can enable strong messaging related to
technological strength, civilian threats, national toughmindedness or regional peril.

Normalization of ideological meaning is a key element in repetition. If any particular terms are
used repeatedly throughout headlines and reports then they become familiar and seem natural.
These connections can be made psychologistic ally, if one actor is always fear-inducing
(“terror”, “threat”, “instability”,), the other always secure (“defense”, “precision”, “security”,),
the audience can end up taking the point. Common sense is presented through repetition of the

ideological frame.

This process is intensified with digital headlines. News alerts, social media captions, previews
on search engines, and algorithms determine what gets posted on platforms limit complex
events down to short phrases. Short forms are generally fast, emotional, and attention-grabbing
rather than nuanced. Thus, symbolic language has even more extensive meaning in a digital
media environment. Headlines for fast dissemination can highlight "shock" and/or "threat"
and/or "dramatic escalation," thus heightening that war narrative.

The i1deological functions of headlines and metaphors can also be seen in the recent research
regarding international news frame of Israel-Iran related conflict. A study of language framing
on international news headlines demonstrated that the legitimization of threat, agency, and
responsibility in news headlines may be identified and highlighted through apparent simplicity
in linguistic choices and arrangements by applying critical discourse analysis [33]. These
studies help to make the case that headlines can no longer be treated as innocent, pure
summaries but rather as an artificial, short ideological statement.

Headlines, metaphors and symbolic language, accordingly, are crucial tools for creating Iran-
Israel discourse in the media. They set the boundaries of initial interpretations, structure the
emotions of the recipient, establish who is at fault and legitimate political meanings.
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Ideological premises in media discourse should be focused upon in analysis consequently; for
this purpose, it is essential to pay closely to the headline as a gate-keeper to interpretation and
metaphor as a structure of political imagination.

Section Three: Media Discourse Between War Journalism and Peace Journalism

Media reporting of conflict can be of a war or peace nature. War journalism is about violent
actors, confrontation, elites, military action, casualties, victory, defeat and immediate
escalation. Peace journalism instead attempts to explain and add context, tell the story about
the causes, incorporate multiple voices, focus on the human impact, offer a range of
possibilities for peacemaking and find no need to make conflicts a moral dichotomy.

In the context of the Iran—Israel conflict, one can identify the above-mentioned features, in
which the media are almost entirely concentrated on missiles, military capabilities, strategic
calculations, revenge, deterrence and dire warnings of escalation. While such reporting might
indeed be factual when it comes to military movements, it could also limit the public
knowledge of what is happening by focusing almost exclusively on the use of military force.
This type of reporting is typically written along the lines of: Who has attacked? Who
responded? Who is stronger? Which team had the most successful exchange? Then what's the
next step in the military?

Peace journalism asks other questions. It aims to gain insights on the reasons for the conflict to
escalate and to understand what historical grievances there could be, who is involved, what
there is to be done diplomatically, the role of international law and how it can play a part in de-
escalation. It does not turn a blind eye to violence and it will not accept violence as the only
filter for seeing or interpreting. In this sense, peace journalism is not passive or naive, but an
analytical approach which widens the frame of conflict reporting.

In recent years, the concept of peace journalism has received renewed interest and some
researchers have pointed out that there is sometimes a lack of proper definition of the concept
itself in both academic and professional spheres. Bhowmik and Ferrucci believe that peace
journalism must be better conceptualized and more precisely applied if to it be considered as a
viable replacement of dominant conflict reporting [34]. This is an important point to make in
the context of the Iran-Israel conflict, which must be carefully covered in a non-simplistic and
moderate tone.

Seeking “elite” sources is essential to war journalism. The news story is dominated by
governments, military spokesmen, ministries of foreign affairs, intelligence service officials
and strategic analysts. Such sources have their own importance but these sources if relied upon
excessively can marginalize civilian perspectives and recreate official frames. In the context of
Iran—Israel, it means that state security messages take precedence over those of ordinary folks
caught up in a fear, a state of displacement, an economy in crisis, and unstable regions.
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Peace journalism is aimed at redressing this imbalance through engaging the contribution of
non-elite voices, humanitarian perspectives, civil society, international legal experts and
regions particularly affected by the conflict. It poses the question, what's the experience of
conflict outside of state capitals and military command centers? The inclusion or exclusion of
civilian voices is an ideological question in polarized conflicts because it can help the audiences
to view the conflict as either a strategic game or as a human crisis.

Thus, the humanitarian frame is of pivotal importance in peace journalism. In much of the news
reporting on war, civilians are often viewed just in statistics: dead, displaced persons, or simply
collateral damage. Peace-oriented coverage tries to give the people their agency back and
demonstrate how political choices make an impact in people's lives. In the conflict between
Iran and Israel, this frame might be the worry that civilians are under missile alert, the danger
of an attack on infrastructure, uncertainty in the economy, being displaced in the region, and
the psychological burden of living under threat of permanent attacks.

Yet, peace journalism has great challenges in digital media. Social media pays attention to
speed, emotional arousal, visual impact and succinct storytelling. Polarizing content could be
reinforced by algorithms, and disinformation and propaganda make it hard to assess content.
Research on peace journalism in the digital sphere indicates that digitization poses
opportunities on the one hand, but also serious dangers to the fight against misinformation,
fragmentation and emotionalization on the other hand [35].

Conflicts are also rendered as "winner-take-all" in war journalism. One side win, and the other
side loses; one side is legitimate, and the other side is illegitimate; One side is victim, and the
other side is aggressor. This either-or binary structure can be satisfying but fails to deepen
understanding. A zero-sum perspective can heighten polarization in the Iran — Israel conflict
by making audiences more inclined to look at a conflict only in terms of sides they would
support as opposed to underlying causes and consequences, and potential solutions.

Peace journalism is not about presenting the claims of those with opposing arguments in an
artificially neutral manner or eradicating responsibility. Instead, on the other hand, careful
contextualization, avoidance of dehumanizing language, consideration of the consequences,
and refusal of official propaganda on both sides. It also calls on journalists to differentiate
between and balance between reporting official claims and presenting those claims as frames
of the narrative. This distinction is vital in conflicts where each party wants to determine public
meaning.

The social media element intensifies the war and peace journalism. A study of peace and war
journalists' networks on the users' Twitter reveals that the frames of war and peace can be
shaped by the users' interactions digitally, and position on networks [36]. While this study looks
at another conflict situation, but the findings of the study are relevant to the case of Iran and
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Israel as journalists, analysts, officials and audiences are now interacting within highly
networked digital environments in which 'framing' is spread and repeated very fast.

The categorization of war and peace journalism is made even harder by the media, particularly
the visual and audiovisual. Visuals like short videos, live footage, drone images, clips of
explosions, military animation, pictures and/or emotionally charged images can be effective in
evoking affective responses. While these materials are meant to provide a documentation of
reality it is also possible to increase fear, anger and a tendency to interpret the reality as
‘justified’ revenge. Visual studies of war journalism have emphasized the importance of images
in the act of ‘witnessing’ and in cementing public affect in relation to war [32]. It can thus also
be concluded that peace journalism is not just a matter of words but also a matter of vision and
digitality.

In polarized conflicts, there is a need to emphasis media responsibility. When reporting conflict,
there is a need to stay accurate, be able to verify information, provide context, maintain balance
and sensitivity, and understand the impact of words. Journalists who employ words like

29 ¢¢ 29 ¢¢ 29 ¢¢ 29 ¢

martyr,” “operation,” “massacre,” “retaliation” and “defense” need to inquire and
understand what each word means ideologically. They do influence the way things are

“terrorist,

perceived in a moral way and may either worsen escalation or lead to critical understanding.

The safety of journalists also is an ethical aspect of conflict reporting. The risks faced by news
reporters witnessing wars in the Middle East, particularly during the Gaza war and during
regional escalation have been reported many times by press freedom organizations [37]. These
dangers not only relate to individual journalists but also to the quality of public knowledge.
The killing, restriction, displacement or reliance of journalists on official sources has a negative
impact on free access to independent information.

Thus, it is crucial to understand the way the Iran—Israel conflict is depicted in the media through
the perspective of war journalism and in perspective of peace journalism. War journalism can
exacerbate the conflict by stressing violence, claims of elites and the binary opposition. The
use of Peace Journalism can help to widen the understanding of the situation, its causes, its
human consequences and possibilities for de-escalation. It is not a question of whether or not
media should shun conflict, but how the conflict can be covered responsibly.

Overall, it has been revealed in this chapter that media discourse regarding the Iran—Israel
conflict is ideologically organized in terms of enemy construction, headline framing, using
metaphorical language and emotional vocabulary, selective visibility, and reporting pattern of
the war. Media stories are not simply reporting on the conflict, but they are also co-constructive
of the different senses that that conflict is constructing. The study decodes these discursive
mechanisms and demonstrates how media coverage constructs threat and legitimacy, as well
as feelings of victimization, responsibility and the order of the region.
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Conclusion

The struggle between Iran and Israel isn't solely a military, diplomatic or geopolitical one. It is
also a battle over language, meaning and legitimacy, as well as public perception. The study
has revealed that the media discourse as well as the official discourse are involved in the
construction of ideological meanings concerning the conflict. By continual repetition of frames
of threat, resistance, self-defense, aggression, and victimhood, discursive frames also constrict
the range of potential interpretations a given audience may have for a particular political event,
as well as for regional security and sovereignty.

It was found that the official discourse of the Israeli state portrays Iran as an existential and
strategic threat, and Israeli actions in terms of security, deterrence and self-defense. On the
other hand, the official discourse in Iran defines Israel as an aggressor force and an occupying
power through the lens of international law, anti-Zionist legitimacy, sovereignty, and resistance.
These official narratives, which are in conflict, expose the efforts made by both parties to
establish legal, moral and political legitimacy.

It was also found that media coverage of the conflict is characterized by a variety of enemy
images, emotional language, selective visibility, headlines, metaphors and binary oppositions.
Media can further polarize with war journalism, or move toward better understanding with
peace journalism. Hence, it is crucial to conduct a discourse analysis of ideology in
understanding the reporting of the Iran—Israel conflict, as well as its political and moral
representation.
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