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Summary:

This study examines the history of Shia education in Lebanon, focusing on the emergence
and development of religious seminaries (hawzas) and their role in preserving the sectarian
identity of the Shia community from the medieval period to the early 20th century. It addresses
the core question of how political and social transformations impacted Shia educational
institutions and how the community managed to maintain its identity amidst various challenges.

Using historical and descriptive methodologies, the study highlights the significance of
scholarly migration to Iraq and Iran, which helped establish strong intellectual ties and fostered
the foundation of active educational institutions in Lebanon, such as the schools of Jizzin, Mais
al-Jabal, and Shaqra.

The study concludes that Shia seminaries formed an independent and resilient educational
framework, free from political control. They played a vital role in producing scholarly elites,
preserving the religious and intellectual heritage of the Shia, and transforming education into
a tool of cultural resistance and a bastion of communal identity.

Keywords: Hawzas, Religious schools, Religious identity, Political transformations, Jabal
Amel.
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