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Abstract

This study examines the validity requirements of electronic arbitration
agreements in smart maritime transport contracts, focusing on the formal and
substantive conditions necessary to ensure the legality of such agreements.

In the first section, the study analyses the formal requirements, emphasizing the

necessity of electronically documenting the arbitration agreement, including the
use of electronic writing and signatures as fundamental tools for establishing its
validity. Furthermore, the substantive conditions are explored, underscoring the
importance of parties' consent and their clear expression of intent to adhere to
electronic arbitration in disputes arising from Maritime Transport Smart
Contracts.

The research recommends that states enact legislation adopting the 2024
UNCITRAL Model Law recommendations on on Automated Contracting to
ensure the legal recognition of smart contracts and facilitate the use of electronic
arbitration for dispute resolution. Additionally, it underscores the importance of
properly utilizing technological systems in electronic arbitration, including
consortium blockchain technology and smart contracts, to ensure recognition of
the electronic arbitration agreement and the consequent effective and secure
enforcement of arbitral awards.

Keywords: Electronic Arbitration — Maritime Transport Smart Contracts- Smart
Contracts E- Arbitration — Consortium Blockchain — Formal Requirements —
Substantive Requirements.
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